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© Electrically-actuated drum brake. 
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© A drum brake (7) is provided which in a pre- 
ferred embodiment includes a backing plate (10) 
having an anchor (60) at a first end, first and second 
brake shoes (12,14) pivotally mounted with respect 
to the anchor, a nonrotative nut (98) mounted for 
linear motion with respect to the backing plate, a first 
apply lever (18) pivotally mounted with respect to 
the nut and with respect to the first brake shoe, a 
second apply lever (26) pivotally mounted with re- 
spect to the backing plate and with respect to the 
secondary brake shoe, a strut (22) pivotally mounted 
with the first and second brake shoes, a power 
screw (32) threadably engaged with the nut for trans- 
lating the nut, and an electric motor (51) torsionally 
associated with the power screw for turning the 
same. 
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The field of the present invention is that of 
drum brakes. More particularly, the field of the 
present invention is that of electrically-actuated ve- 
hicle drum brakes. 

The present invention provides an electrically- 
actuated drum brake which is an alternative to that 
which is shown and described in EP-A-0398546. 
The present invention is particularly useful when 
utilised in electrically-actuated drum brakes utilising 
a parking brake mechanism as that shown and 
described in EP-A-0520525. the disclosure of 
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

To minimise the size of the electric motor 
utilised in an electrically-actuated rear brake, a 
duo-servo design has been developed. Duo-servo 
drum brakes typically have a high torque output. In 
duo-servo type brakes, a fixed anchor is provided 
on a backing plate which is connected with the 
vehicle via a steering knuckle or mounting on the 
axle housing. In a non-actuated position, forward 
and rear brake shoes abut an anchor. At the brake 
shoe ends opposite the anchor, the brake shoes 
abut an intervening adjuster strut. When the duo- 
servo brake is engaged, the primary or leading 
shoe separates from the anchor (the designation of 
leading shoe is dependent upon the rotation of the 
vehicle wheel) and pushes against the secondary 
shoe via the adjuster strut. In most cases where the 
anchor is at the top of the backing plate and the 
adjuster strut is at the bottom of the backing plate 
and wherein the car is moving forward, the primary 
designated shoe will be the shoe towards the front 
end of the vehicle. The primary shoe will separate 
from the anchor rotating with the wheel pushing on 
the adjuster strut, which will then push on the 
secondary shoe which will be grounded at its op- 
posite end on the anchor, giving the brake shoes a 
duo-servo wrapping motion. An example of a duo- 
servo brake is provided in US-A-4,061,429. 

In typical hydraulically-actuated duo-servo 
brakes, the leading brake shoe will disengage from 
the anchor when the brake is applied. When the 
vehicle operator is going up an incline and then 
decides to park the vehicle, the operator typically 
initially steps on a brake pedal, causing a wheel 
cylinder to push the leading shoe to engage the 
drum and separate from the anchor. Thereafter, the 
parking brake will be applied via a parking brake 
lever connected with a cable. When the vehicle 
operator removes their foot from the brake pedal, 
the wheel cylinder will release. The car's weight 
will attempt to make the brake drum rotate in a 
direction to bring the primary brake shoe back into 
contact with the anchor. However, the tension in 
the parking brake cable is sufficient to keep the 
parking brake lever in a position to keep the pri- 
mary brake shoe wrapped with the drum and sepa- 
rated from the anchor. Therefore, the car remains 



stationary, even though the pistons of the wheel 
cylinder are no longer forcing the brake shoes 
outward. 

In an electrically-actuated drum brake, it is 
5 desirable that the parking brake mechanism work 
through the normal service brake actuating mecha- 
nism; therefore, the typical cable lever arrangement 
for the parking brake is deleted. Therefore, if an 
electrically-actuated duo-servo brake is utilised, 
w there must be provided means to ensure the en- 
gagement of the leading shoe with the wheel drum 
whenever the parking brake is initially engaged 
when the vehicle is on an incline with the vehicle 
operator having their foot on the normal service 
is brake pedal. 

To allow the utilisation of a duo-servo type 
brake which is electrically actuated without the use 
of a mechanical cable retention parking mecha- 
nism, the present invention is brought forth. 
20 An electrically-actuated drum brake in accor- 
dance with the present invention is characterised 
by the features specified in claim 1. 

The present invention will now be described, 
by way of example, with reference to the accom- 
25 panying drawings, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a preferred 

embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a view taken along line 2-2 of Figure 

1; 

30 Figure 3 is a view taken along line 3-3 of Figure 

2; 

Figure 4 is an operational view similar to that of 
Figure 1 with portions removed for clarity of 
illustration; and 
35 Figure 5 is a partial view of another embodiment 
of the present invention. 
Referring to Figures 1 through 5, an electri- 
cally-actuated drum brake 7 of the present inven- 
tion in its preferred embodiment has a backing 
40 plate 10 which is connected to the vehicle wheel 
steering knuckle or axle housing (not shown). Fix- 
ably connected to the backing plate 10 is an an- 
chor 60. The anchor 60 has a generally cylindrical 
surface 82 which provides a contact point for a pair 
45 of brake shoes 12, 14. As shown, the forward 
direction for the vehicle is to the left; therefore, the 
brake shoe 14 is the leading (sometimes referred 
to as primary) brake shoe when the vehicle is 
restrained when travelling in the forward direction, 
so The leading brake shoe 14 has a web 90 which 
mates with the surface 82 and is, in the rest 
position, spring biased towards the surface 82 by a 
return spring 36 which hooks into a slot 94 of the 
leading shoe 14. The leading shoe has a line 
55 generally oriented in a plane perpendicular to the 
web 90 for engagement with the drum (shown 
sectioned as item 80). The drum 80 is fixably 
attached with the vehicle wheel. 



3 



EP 0 594 233 A1 



4 



The leading brake shoe 14 is joined with the 
opposing trailing brake shoe 12 (commonly re- 
ferred to as secondary) by an adjuster strut and 
star wheel combination 42. The ends of the brake 
shoes 12 and 14 adjacent the adjuster strut 42 are 
also urged together by a spring 38. Additionally, 
the brake shoe 12 is urged towards the anchor 60 
by a spring 88. To power the drum brake 7 for 
actuation, there is provided a motor 51 having a 
pinion gear 50 attached to a shaft (not shown). The 
pinion gear 50 powers an idler gear 48, which is in 
turn engaged with a drive screw gear 44. The drive 
screw gear 44 is torsionally connected with a drive 
screw 32. The drive screw 32 is mounted within a 
housing 72 by a thrust bearing 46. Threadably 
engaged upon the drive screw 32 is a ball nut 98. 
The ball nut 98 is slidably mounted within the 
housing 72 (the housing 72 is fixably connected by 
suitable fasteners or connective means with the 
backing plate 1 0) and is protected at one end by a 
dust boot 100. One end 96 of the nut 98 has a 
forked end 76 with flanges 34. 

The nut 98 is constrained from rotation by a 
first lever 18 which has leaves 104 and 106. Each 
leaf 104, 106 has a pivotal mounting point 16 with 
the flanges 34. At a lower end, the first lever 18 
has a projecting pin 62 which fits within a slot 68 of 
the brake shoe 12. However, the pivotal contact 
between the first lever 18 and the brake shoe 12 is 
accomplished at point 31 (Figure 4) wherein a web 
108, which joins the two leaves 104 and 106, 
makes contact with an edge formed on a web 78 of 
the brake shoe 12. 

To provide for adjustment of the adjuster strut 
42 to compensate for lining wear of the brake 
shoes 12 and 14, there is provided a pivoting 
adjustment pawl or arm 40. Adjustment arm 40 is 
pivotally mounted to the brake shoe 12 for engag- 
ing with the star wheel of the adjuster strut 42 in a 
manner well known in the art. Adjuster arm ball 
spring 43 and link 74 cooperate in a manner well 
known in the art to move the adjuster arm 40. 

The backing plate 10 has an aperture 33. and 
inserted therein is a stud 70. The stud 70 provides 
a point 30 of pivotal attachment or contact of a 
second lever 26 with the backing plate 10. The 
second lever 26 also has a projecting pin 62' 
mounted within a slot 68' of the brake shoe 14 and 
has pivotal contact with the brake shoe at point 64 
via a lever web 108'. Hold down pins 110 in a 
manner well known in the art keep the brake shoes 
14 and 12 attached with the backing plate 10. 

Held in tension between the first lever 18 and 
the second lever 26 is a strut 22 of generally fixed 
length. The strut 22 at points 24 and 28 has pivotal 
engagement with the first and second levers 18 
and 26. A spring 114 tensions the levers 18, 26 to 
ensure engagement with the strut 22. 



In the example of a drum brake shown in 
Figure 5, the second lever may be pivotally con- 
nected with the brake shoe 14 near the top end of 
the brake shoe 14 via a pin 92. However, that 
5 arrangement would lower torque gain in the reverse 
direction since the strut 22 would act directly on 
the second lever 26 rather than through a lever 
ratio of strut-to-abutment (29-31): strut-to-shoe con- 
tact (28-64). 

io To actuate the drum brake 7, the motor 51 via 
the gear train of gears 50, 48 and 44 turns the 
drive screw 32, causing the nut 98 to be pulled 
towards the bearing 46. The movement of the nut 
98 causes a force impartation to the first lever 18 

75 via its pivotal engagement of point 16, causing an 
impartation of force resulting in the brake shoe 12 
being pushed outwardly into engagement with the 
brake drum 80. Simultaneously via the strut 22, the 
first lever 18 will impart a pushing force on the 

20 second lever 26 in such a manner to cause the 
brake shoe 14 to pivot outwardly, engaging the 
brake drum 80 and causing an end 35 of the brake 
shoe to separate from the anchor 60 by a gap 37. 
Movement of the brake shoe 14 will push the 

25 adjuster strut 42 leftward and transmit force to the 
brake shoe 12, which is grounded by the anchor 
60, thereby providing a duo-servo action. The 
above-noted gap 37 will exist if the drum brake 7 is 
actuated when the vehicle is braked on a level 

30 surface or when the vehicle is going uphill. 

The vehicle operator typically will then engage 
the parking brake mechanism shown schematically 
as item 52, which effectively locks the shaft of the 
motor 51 and its associated pinion gear 50 from 

35 further rotation. A more detailed explanation of the 
workings which locks the electric motor rotor from 
rotation can be found by review of EP-A-0520525. 
If the vehicle is parked on a hill, gravity will urge 
the drum 80 to rotate in a reverse direction (clock- 

40 wise as shown in Figure 1) so that the frictional 
engagement between the brake shoe 14 and the 
brake drum is lessened by movement of the brake 
shoe 14 clockwise to close the gap 37. The move- 
ment of the brake shoe 14 to close the gap 37 will 

45 be resisted by virtue of the parallelogram formed 
by the drive screw 32 and nut 98, first and second 
levers 18, 26 and strut 22. The strut 22 is kept in 
tension and therefore maintains the brake shoe 14 
in an engaged position with the brake drum 80. 

so The points of pivotal connection of the first 
lever 18 at 16 with the nut 98 and at 24 with the 
strut 22 and at 62 with the brake shoe 12 are 
generally collinear, and in like manner, the pivotal 
points 30, 28 and 64 of the second lever 26 are 

55 collinear. The collinear relationship has been found 
to be more efficient in providing maximum force 
transmittal of the brake shoes 12, 14 outward for 
the torque exerted by the power screw 32. 
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Although the present invention has been de- 
scribed with reference to the parking brake mecha- 
nism of EP-A-0520525. it will be appreciated that 
this invention is usable with any other form of 
parking brake mechanism which locks the drive 
screw 32. 

The disclosures in United States patent ap- 
plication no. 963,179, from which this application 
claims priority, and in the abstract accompanying 
this application are incorporated herein by refer- 
ence. 

Claims 



ting pivotal movement with a common anchor 
(60) fixed to the backing plate. 

4. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
5 in any one of claims 1 to 3, in which there is 

pivotal mounting (24) of the strut (22) with 
respect to the primary apply lever (18), and 
wherein this pivotal mounting and the pivotal 
mounting (16) of the primary apply lever with 
w respect to the first threaded member (98), and 

the pivotal mounting (31) of the primary apply 
lever with respect to the first brake shoe (12) 
are generally collinear with one another. 



1. An electrically-actuated drum brake (7) for a 
wheel of an automotive vehicle comprising a 
brake drum (80) for connection to the vehicle 
wheel; a backing plate (10) for connection to 
the vehicle; first and second brake shoes 
(12,14) with means of pivotal mounting with 
respect to the backing plate for frictionally en- 
gaging the brake drum; a first threaded mem- 
ber (98) mounted for linear motion with respect 
to the backing plate; a primary apply lever (18) 
with means of pivotal mounting (16) with re- 
spect to the first threaded member and with 
means of pivotal mounting (31 ) with respect to 
the first brake shoe for imparting an actuation 
force to the first brake shoe; a secondary ap- 
ply lever (26) having one end with means of 
pivotal mounting (30) with respect to the back- 
ing plate and a second end with means of 
pivotal mounting (64) with respect to the sec- 
ond brake shoe for imparting an actuation 
force to the second brake shoe; a strut (22) 
with means of mounting (24,28) with respect to 
and extending between the primary and secon- 
dary apply levers for imparting an actuation 
force from the primary apply lever to the sec- 
ondary apply lever; a second threaded mem- 
ber (32) threadably engaged with the first 
threaded member for translating the first 
threaded member to impart an actuation force 
to the primary apply lever; electric motor 
means (51) torsionally associated with the sec- 
ond threaded member; and means (52) provid- 
ing for torsionally restraining motion of the 
second threaded member. 



75 5. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
in any one of claims 1 to 4, in which there is a 
pivotal mounting (28) of the secondary apply 
lever (26) with respect to the strut (22), and 
wherein this pivotal mounting and the pivotal 

20 mounting (30) of the secondary apply lever 

(26) with the backing plate (10), and the pivotal 
mounting (64) of the secondary apply lever 
with respect to the second brake shoe (14) are 
generally collinear. 

25 

6. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
in any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the first 
threaded member is a nut (98). 

30 7. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
in any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the 
second threaded member is a drive screw 
(32). 

35 
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2. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
in claim 1, wherein the strut (22) has slotted 
engagement with the primary and secondary 
apply levers (18,26). 

3. An electrically-actuated drum brake as claimed 
in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the first and 
second shoes (12,14) are pivotally mounted 
with respect to the backing plate (10) by abut- 
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